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Govt eyes birdie shot

Big B to promote golf in the state as government prompts golf clubs to join hands and attract businessmen

| Pranjal Protim Boruah
JPranjal.Boruah@time sgroup.com

ujarat might not have the

aura of the national capital

region when it comes to

golf. But thereisnodenying

the fact that the state makes
the mostofitsentrepreneurskillsand
attract a sizeable amount of foreign
investment. Now, the state govern-
mentwants touse golftoattract busi-
nessand the tourism department has
mooted the idea of brining all golf
clubs in the state under an associ-
ation with a view to promoting golf
tourism in the state.

Sources told Mirrorthat Amitabh
Bachchan, whoisthebrand ambassa-
dor of the state, has been roped in as
the key person to showcase the state
as a destination for golf tourism.
“Talks are on with him (Bachchan)
and we plan to have a short film
where hewill be promaoting the state
asagolfdestination,” the source said.

“Inaweekor soyoumight seethe
formation of Gujarat golfassociation
where all golf club owners will join
handsto promaote the sport,” Sameer

Sinha, Kensville Golf Living manag-
ingdirector, said. “Theideaisto pro-
mote the sport as well as the state
among the tourists,” headded.
PranavShah, the promoter of Kal-
haarBluesand Greens, said, “ Theiden
is still in the initial stage. But, yes,
thereisa proposalinthis regardandit
will be becamea reality.”
PranavShah, whoalsoowns Louis
PhillippeCupwinning Team MNavrat-
na, added, *Our prime focusis to pro-
mote the game in the state. But as an
off-shootit will hel p tourism here.”

ALL FOR PROMOTION OF GOLF
Alpesh Parikh, Gulmohar Greens
Golf and Country Clubmanaging di-
rector, confirmed the news. “Yes we
areworking towardsformingan asso-
ciation and having a representation
at the national body — Indian Golf
Unicn. The basic idea is to promote
the game across the state and bring
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Elaboratingon thedevelopment,
Santosh Bapat, Gulmohar club vice
president, said, “Tourism Secretary
Wipul Mittra mooted the idea about
three monthsbackat amestingofthe

golf course owners in Gandhinagar.
The club owners liked the iden of the
government taking initiative to pro-
mote the sport as well making it sus-
tainable by mixing itwith business,”
he said, adding “it will increase the
state’s appeal in the global market
andmight in turnbenefitthe stateit-
selfby attracting morebusiness.”

Confirming thenews, Mittrasaid,
“The state has one of the highest
shareof golfclubs in thecountry. But
we found every club hasitsown mar-
keting strategy. Our state getsa lot of
business people who come in the
morning for work and leave by the
evening. We want to tap this seg-
ment. We want them to stay here for
some time, enjoy our hospitality,

lay a round of golf, see the state be-

oreleaving. Wewantthemtoexperi-
encethe state, " he said.

siddharth MNaik, co-founder of
The Elite Golfer Association, iselated
bythenews. “Itisindeed a great news
forthe state. Itis high time we came
togetherand join hands. Ttwill bene-
fit the golfers too as we can expect
more tournaments and big tourna-
ments,” hesaid.
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