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It's CLT+ALT+DEL for Gangjee

Rahil Gangjee seeks to block out emotions as he charts a new course with a clean slate every day
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t took a moment of brilliance —

four birdies in the final five holes

inthefinalstage ofthe Asian Tour

Qualifying School in Thailand -

that saved talented Rahil Gang-
jee from the ignominy of no interna-
tional tour card for the year.

Afterunsuccessfully tryinghisluck
for two years at the web.com tour in
US, itcould have been a heartbreak for
the Kolkata-based professional.

LifeintheUSwassurelynevereasy.
“Itneedsalotoftravelling. Mostly you
are alone. It is easier said than done,”
the 34-year-old had told Mirror last
year. Though Gangjee has the privi-
lege of his extremely supporting wife
Maithreyi, who used to travel with
him, the emotional vacuum was sure-
ly toomuch for him.

It was the emotion, Gangjee felt,
affecting his game. “It struck me two
yearsbackat Tollygunge (during PGTI
Players Championship),” he said yes-
terday. “Iwasnine-underaftertheend
ofthefirstdayandthenlhadone-over
round on the second day,” he re-
vealed, adding, “Iwasdisappointed as
Iknowthiscourseasbackofmyhand.I
startedin thiscourse. Butthenitstruck
that I was perhaps overwhelmed with
emotions.”

And then, Gangjee started his
‘process’. “ItisthenIdecided nottore-
member my rounds, shots or any-
thing from the preceding day,” he
said, adding “itwas far from easy. But1
worked closely with mymental condi-
tioning coach Pradeep Aggarwal and

BOGOTA, COLOMBIA - MARCH 05: Rahil Gangjee of India hits off the twelth tee during the second round of the Pacific Rubiales

now I can go blank completely. I can
cleantheslateattheendofthedayand
startafresh again,” said the golfer.
When askedif ‘deleting hismemo-
ries’alsohad the danger of deleting his
success stories from earlier day, Gang-

jeefurther explained his concept.
“The whole idea is to black out the
memories, the emotions. I knew there
is a danger so I keep a book where I
write down my good shots. In a way I
am not losing the knowledge of the

shots I playedin a particular hole,” he
revealed. “I know the experience (of
playing in a certain hole matters) and
the book helps me revisit the shots
without the risk of carrying the emo-
tions,” Gangjee explained.

The processhoweverisnotnew for
me. “Asabudding golfer Iwas made to
take anote of my shots thatIplayedin
the day. I had this habit but it is just
now that I started to maintain the
book,” headded.

His newfound process appeared to
comehandyyesterday, when Gangjee
played a three-under round that
helped him move up 21 places to be
tied eighth with former champion
Ganganjeet Bhullarand the USA’s Da-
niel IM at the end of the second round
of The Gujarat Kensville Challenge.

Starting the day at 10th hole,
Gangjee hit birdie in his second hole
and added two more on the 13th and
14th hole to finish the front nine at
three-under.

He had a cautious start in the back
nine, before two back-to-back bogies
in the sixth and seventh hole pegged
him back. However, he pulled himself
with two successive birdies in his final
holestoend thedayat three-under.

Scotsman Andrew McArthurhada
sedate three-under round to lead the
pack with eight-under while Shiv Ka-
pur led the Indian charge to be placed
at tied second with six-under at the
endoftheround.

LEADERBOARD

1. Andrew McArthur 8-under 136;

2. Shiv Kapur 6-under 138;

3. Tim Sluiter, Agustin Domingo and
Wallace Booth 5-under 139;

6. Victor Riuand Andrea Pavan 4-
under 140;

8. Gaganjeet Bhullar, Rahil Gangjee,
Daniel IM 3-under 141

'God must be crazy! He's hitting it straight’

After making the nation fall with his batting skills, Sachin Tendulkar woos legions of fans in the city with his golf skills; son Arjun plays cricket at Motera
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hwat! The sound —and sight - of

the god himself hitting the drive

surprised many. Atthe Kensville

Golf and Country Club, where
the Sachin Tendulkar descended, it
was absolute madness as hordes of
peoplequeueduptocatchaglimpseof
thebatting maestro.

“God must be crazy. Drivingis one
of the most difficult aspects of the
game and this man is hitting it
straight. Are you sure he doesn’t play
golf?”agolferenquired with Mirroraf-
ter being told about the fuss. “He
might be a cricketer but he surely can
play golf. A lot of them play ain’t it?”
said the golfer. That was the suggesti-
on as made when Tendulkar sat down
to talk to the media. Despite a gag on
asking questions on cricket, Tendul-
kar played it with a straight bat, “I

don'’t play golf on a regular basis, but
yes on occasions I do catch up with
friendsand mates over golf.”
“Beitcricket or golf, Ilike to hit the
ball. Thesound of hitting theball gives
animmense satisfaction,” headded.
You can take the man out of crick-
et, butyou can’t take cricket out of the

man. When asked whether he had ev-
er played a cricket shot that resembles
golf, Tendulkar was honest. “At some
point of time, I might have played a
shot thatlooked like a golf shot. There
isdefinitely some sort of similarity be-
tweenbattingand golfshot, especially
whileswinging,” he explained.

Tendulkar also connected the two
games on the mental level. “When
you play any sport on the competitive
level you need to have mental tough-
ness. It is needed to have a vision to
come out of difficult period,” hesaid.

“There are times when you will
find bowlers dominating you. You
need to have the mental toughness to
comeoutofthatphase.Ithinkit’ssim-
ilaringolfalsoasyouneedtobeconsis-
tentoverall 18 holes,” he explained.

Though he made an interesting
observation, it appeared that Tendul-
kar had answered THE question that
many in the media fraternity was so
eagertohear-withoutevenveneering
neartoit.

That also means his golf dreams
will be on hold for some time. “I have
no such plans as of now or in the near
future.Maybein future, butthereisno
decision as such for now,” Tendulkar
simmered any speculation on his fu-

ture. Golf took a second fiddle, as Ten-
dulkar arrived for a religious ceremo-
ny on his plot at the club. Despite
polite requests from the organisers, it
appeared that Amdavadis were in no
mood to relent as they took out their
smartphones, iPodsand tabs torecord
hiseverymood.

Suddenly, everyone forgot that a
prestigious European Challenge Tour
eventwasbeingconductedattheclub.

For the record, Tendulkar scored
his maiden double ton—a 217 against
New Zealand in the third Testin 1999
at Sardar Patel Gujarat Stadium at
Motera. When asked whether he visit-
ed his son, who was part of the Mum-
bai under-14 team playing West Zone
league tournament, Tendulkar an-
swered in negative. The doting father
has his reason, “I haven’t visited him
yet. I want to leave him alone. He
needs to enjoy his freedom and I need
tolethim enjoy the game.”




