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More holes in Gujarat’s golf tale

Many MoUs Signed At Vibrant Gujarat To Develop Golf Courses In State: CM

Kewn Antao

Ajit Bezbaruah | T

Ahmedabad: Eurcopean Challenge
Tour director Alain de Soultrait an-
nounced during the prize distribution
ceremony that for the next two vears,
this Tour eveni in India will also be
heldat the Kensville Golf and Country
Club course to a huge round of ap-
plause from the andience, Sitting near
Soultrait, Gujarat chief minister MNa-
rendra Modi too clapped. slowly but in
appreciation. Later the ChMsaid: “Itisa
greal achievement for Gujarat golf.
The state not only hosted an interna-
tional tournament to perfection butal-
so0 got the European body's approval
for thenext two vears.”

Golf in Gujarat is here tostay Ifthe
Guarat Kensville Challenge 2011 15 a
shot inthe arm for the sport in general,
there are more goodnews in store.

“NWany more Molls have heen
signed during the Wibrant Gujarat
surnmit for the development of golf
courses inthe state,” said Modi with Lot
of pride in front of his foreign suests.
Ahmedabad already hasfive operat ion-
algolf courses, one under construction
anid one on the pipeline. There are golf
courses in Vadodara, Bharuch, Vap
and Rajliot as well. The later two of

Narendra Modi with Gaganjeet Bhullar after the awards ceremony on Sunday

course are private and small courses,
Sowhat 151t that 1s giving golf the flight
inGujarat? Thereisalotmore thanjust
theinitialzin both these wonds.
WhenModibecame the presidentof
Gujarat Cricket Association (GCAY
from nowhere, the general belief was
that *it was his ambition of gettingin-
to BOCT™ like many other political big
wigs in the country which prompied
him to get into the ericketing body Af

ter he was selected president of GCA,
he said that he wants to spend more
money for the development of other
sports andnot justericket,

When Khel Mahalkumb happensd.,
where entire Gujarat plaved sports for
more thanamonth and won B222 Cras
prize money, people had to sitback and
take note of it. Soon the world record
breaking chess event and Ahmeda-
bads first ever mnternational mara-

thon happenad with Modi plaving the
lead role in staging both events with
anceess, But his association with golf
took many by surprise. Gujarat gov-
armment not only became the main
sponsor of the European Challenge
Tour event, the state machinery also
aaw to it that everything was in place
for the smooth functioning of the first
everinternational event in India.

“an event of this magnitude can't
be possible without the sovernment’s
help” Jaxay Shah, one of the prompt-
ers of Savvy said before the tourna-
mentstaried.

Az the chief minister later said,
sportsmavnotbeinthe Gujarati DN A,
but they are prompt to identify every
business opportunities  related to
aports, “And that's the reason why Gug-
arat have suddenly talen to sports in
auch a big way™ said Modi and addad
that though he 1za politicianhe takesa
lot of pride m his mwolvement with
sports and sportrelated activities,

“T know Gagaratis will be involved
inevery possible business opportuni-
ties that sports willprovide, But Twant
to see more Gujaratis plaving sports.
don't want them to winor achieve any-
thing extraordinary but develop that
‘eportsman spirit’ in every individuoal
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Modi beats Bhullar
in hole in one duel

Ahmedabad: Gujarat chief
minister Marendra Modi's firsttryst
withgolfended on ahappy note ashe
wonthe putting duelwiththe Gujarat
Kensville Challenge 2011 champion
Gaganjeet Bhullarforacashprize of
Rz 5lakh. Bhullar took the first shot
butwasoff target. The chief minister,
whowaswell dressed for the
occasion with proper golf shoes et
all, justmisszedthe pinin what was
hisfirst shotwithagolf club. The
nextshot ended inatie. Modiliked
the game so muchthat hedid some
mare puttstothe delight of the
onlookers. The CM laterdonatedthe
maney to Kanya Kelavani Nidhi, a pet
projectof the CMwhich addresses
the issue of girl child educationin the
state. Tam

which will also make them better hu-
man beings, " saidthe chief mimster.
And golf 15 one sport which has
many spheres to 1t. Golf helps under-
stand the human psyvchology more
than any other game. & round of golf
on the course 15 also a very good work-
out for voung and old alike, But more
mmportantly, no game 15 more closely
associated to business than golf. foina
state where entreprensurship  and
business acumen are in the DNA, can
golf be away fromGujaratforlong. The
Furopean Tourevent 1= just the begin-
ningof agolf revolutionin thestate,
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