DOMINGO TAKES LEAD

Shiv Kapur,
McArthur
Close Behind
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Ahmedabad: If you are Span-
ish, you ought to be a football
fan, no matter whether you are
apolitician, achess player or a
golfer. So is Agustin Domingo,
who was glued to the TV till
late Wednesday night watch-
ing the El Clasico between Real
Madrid and Barcelona, before
teeing off post-noon at the
Kensville Golf and Country
Club Course on Thursday. But
barring a bogey in the par-5
seventh hole, he had a pretty
good round on front nine with
birdies in the second and the
ninth hole. He didn’t stop at
thatand startedback nine with
a birdie in the 10th and had
back-to-back birdies till the
14th after which hehad twopar
scores and then finished it off
with two more birdies to be in
sole lead with a new course re-
cord score of six-under 66 after
the first round of the Gujarat
Kensville Challenge 2013.
“Iam a huge Barcelona fan
and watched their match last
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Agustin Domingo of Spain made a new course record score of six-
under 66 after the first roundon Thursday

fourth place are Victor Riu,
Wallace Booth and Jacob Glen-
nemo with four-under 68. Last
year’s runner-up Rahil Gang-
jee played par and first-time
winner Gaganjeet Bhullar, af-
ter a double bogey in the open-
ing hole, finished with one un-
der 71. Apart from the first
hole, Bhullar played pretty safe
and solid golf for therest of the
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night. The match ended at3.15
am and then [ went to bed and
slept till about 10.30 this morn-
ing. Ididn’texpect to havesuch
agood day because [ have been
training for the past three
weeks and [ didn’t feel too good
going into this tournamentbut
everythingwentwell,” said the
Spaniard, who also had a new
courserecordas a youngster.
Close on his heelsare an In-
dian, Shiv Kapur, and a Scott
Andrew McArthur, who mis-
sed the cut last year, with a
score of five under 67. At tied

round with birdies in the 10th,
14 and 17th hole to finish Day
Oneonafairly positive note.
Gangjee started with back
to back bogies but birdied the
7th, 8th and 9th for some re-
spectability to his score. He
started on the back nine with a
bogey but had a birdie in the
next to be followed with anoth-
er bogey. He birdied the 14th
but another bogey in the 17th
marred his day, but still man-
aged tofinish at apar score.
Threeother Indians, Amar-
dip SInh Malik, Om Prakash

Chouhanand Vishal Singh had
two-under 70 each in tied 12th
place. The draw card of the
tournament, Rich Beem, the
2002 PGA Champion, shot one-
over73.

Kapurisoneof themorefa-
miliar faces here and he oblig-
esanyone whoapproaches him
for a photograph or an auto-
graph with a pleasant smile.
Hesaid: “It was a good solid bo-
gey-free golf. On the front nine
Ileftalotof puttbutplayed the
ball pretty solid all day, gave
myself alotof chancesand the
longest putt [ had all day was 6
ft so I struck it really well. I
won’t say I struggled with the
putter, Irolled the ball well but
didn’t hole as many as [ should
have but with five under after
the first round, [ have no com-
plains.”

McArthur was surprised
with his score and said: “I just
got off to a flyer and before [
knew it [ was five under after
six.” He, however, said that it
was adifficult course.

IT’S JUST GOLF

Ahmedabad: Andrew
McArthur was wearing running
trainersinstead of golf shoes
during the first day’s action.
When asked what's wrong,
McArthur said: “| was
travellingin flip-flops and while
getting off the bus, | caught my
heelonthe stepand ittooka
chunkof skin so I tried those
heelsupports but | couldn’t
even getmy golf shoes on.
Because the golf shoesare so
rigid, it was very painful,so
have trainers on.’'mhoping |
can getapairof golf shoes on
by the end of the week. | hada
shotout ofa bunkertodayand|
nearly fell over!” But despite
that, McArthur was in jolly
good moodallthrough and was
alsoseengigglingto glory at
the breakfasttable.

Learning course: [twasa
pleasing sightto see one of
Gujarat'smost promising
golfers Varun Parikh in the
thick of things during the first
day’saction here, albeitina
differentrole. Varun turned
caddy tothereigning Indian
amateur champion 16-year-old

Varun (L) with Shubhankar

Shubhankar Sharma who is
playing herein one ofthe
sponsors'slot."That way | will
get to know what goes through
apro's mind during the course
of acompetition, what he
thinks and how he tackles
every situations," said Varun.



